By 1889 eight clubs were competing 1in NSW - Balmain.
Glebe, Iroguois{est 1BB&), St Leonards (18B7), Mohicans
(1BAB at Parramatta), Kirribilli (1888, Paddington
(18891 and Grammar School (1889). Two Intaercolonial
Matches were played against Queensland in Sydney on
24th and 31lst August 1BBY,., with NSW victorious in both.

Broader interstate experience came 1in 1897 when NewWw
South Wales =sent a team to Melbourne to play against
Victoria and South Australia. Despite being soundly
beatan, Hew South Wales hosted a return wvisit fFrom
Victoria the following vyear and in 1889 travelled to
both Melbournme and Adelaide for competition.

The highlight of the e®arly vears of lacrosse wWwas the
tour of Australia by Canada in L2OT . The cour Wa=s
prompted by the suggestion of Mr E.J. Boswell, a WVica-
President of the M3SW Association who wvisited Canada in
1899, althocugh it wa=s not until =ome wears later that
Australia issued a formal invitation Lo the Canadian
Lacrosse Association. The Canadian=s arrived in Brisbane
afn July 14, 1907 and, after defeatina Queensland tra-
valled by train to Sydney for a match against New South
Wale=, which wa=s playad at the Sydney Cricket Groupnd an
Monday 22 July bafore a disappointing crowd of one
thousand sSpectators. The result was an L1-O vicrcoary
fFor the Canadians.
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The Lacrosse Tournament attracted between six and seven
thousand spectators. & special marques and =eats ware
provided for invited guests, which included the Hon.
James Inglis and several members of Parliament, and the
Maval Artillery Band played a selection of airs during

thea afternoon. A =aries of half-hour "heats" ware
plaved to decida the finalists. In thea fFinal, the
Balmain club, which had baean the season premiers,

defeataed Iroquois ona goal to nil. Summing wup the
outcome of the tourmnament, the Sydney Morning Herald
reported:

‘Judging from the intere=t arousad. i1t is wvery propoable that
bhafore marny vears lacrosse will be a hot riwval 1n popular-
ity to cur other principal winter game - football”™,

Sydney Morning Herald. FMon 29 Aaugu=t, 1887, o9.

Al=o in 1887, HNew South Wales was invited to =end a
team for exhibition matches in Queen=s=land where la-
crosse had just commencad. Haw South Wales won in a
match plaved in BErisbane on 24th September., bBut lost
in a return encounter at Ipswich two day= later.

INTERCOLONIAL LACGROSSE MATEH,
T
MEW S0OUTH WALES V. QUEEMSLAMND.
NEW S50UTH WALES REPRESENTATIVE-SEASON [18B7T.
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BREIEF HISTORY OF LACROSSE TN NEW SOUTH WALRKS

The sport of lacrosse was first plaved in Australia in

1874 in Melbourne, introduced by Mr L.L. Moumt ., a
Canadian immigrant who brought with him a numbar of
lacrosse =sticks. The game guickly attracted a follow-

ing and eventually clubs were formed and the Victorian
Lacrosse Assocliation was founded in 1879,

Interest spread to other States and, in July 1BBX, Hew
South Wales lacrosse was born when a group of enthusi-
asts met together and formed the Sydney Lacrosse Club.
The club played practice games at Moore Park and in
1886 split to establish two clubs, Balmain and Redfern
[later called Glebe)

On tha 9th of April 18B8&, the New South Wales Lacrosse
Association was founded. In the following vear, the
Association undertook an ambitious project by =taging a
lacrosse tournament in Sydney to publici=se the game
The Sydney Morning Herald reported that:

"The lacro=se season will be brought to a termination todaw
oy 4 kogurnament. on the Domain cricket ground. in which ths
Balmain, St Leonaras. Iroguols. Sydney, Radfern and
Jaklands club=z will take part. Ik was intzanoea ko hawve
carried thi=s out esarlier i the Bazon, but no ground
tould e secured: amd it wa= only at tha last moment EhRat

pAEFMIZZ1ion was given Lo use the Doamain. [t appears that
the park 13 dedicated for Ethe purpo=es of cricket only. ana
Lhe dewvntees of that game Jealously guard the monopolw. It
15, howesver hoped fthat by nmext 2eason lacrosse plavers

Wwill hawe full rumn of the field for thair short season o+
threea months. as Sir Henry Parkes, in granting it on this
OCCAasi1con. sSpoke wvery decidedly agaimst the monoooly .

Syaney FMorning Harald., Sat 27 August., 1887, o9



In July 1939 lacro=se aActivity -was suspended due to the
aon=et of the World War. It was not until May 1947 that
che game was revived With weekly games being arranged
at tha old headguarters of the game. the Sydney Domain.
Mew South Wales did not send a team to the Australian
Carnival held in Parth in 1947, but Queensland accepted
an invitation to play in Sydnay on their return, de-

feating HNSW 15-4 in a match played at the DComain. B v
1949 anly two teams were playing 1in HNSW with total
plaver number=s being 35 - 40.

The sport faded frem the scene in the esarly 1950"'s and,
despite sporadic attemptes te revive it, no lacrosse of
any significance was plaved in New South Wales wuntil
the introduction of sofcrosse, a modified form af
lacrosse , occurrad through =chools in the mid-1980's
as part of an Australian Lacrosse Council national
development initiative.

The most recent chapter in the history of lacrosse 1in
New South wWales wa=s Gthe formation of Naw South Wales
Lacrosse Incorporated at. a meeting of ten interestaed

people convened at Cremornea on 283 Fabruary., 1990 . At
that meeting a constitution was adopted covering mens'
and womens ' lacrossea a development plan was presanpced

and a program to seek affiliation with the Australiamn
Lacrosse Council and Australian Womens Lacrosse Council

agreed. The office-bmarers alected at that maeting
Were:

President = Judith Halnan

Secretary = Sally Dawbarn

Treazsurer - Lynda Rowvlancsa
By September 1991, the Association was able to report

on regular practice games wWwWith 20 women and L& men
participating and numarous school wvisits to assist with
an expanding interast in sofcrosse through the

Australian Government's Aussie Sports program. In
July, 1991 three teams of Englizh schoolgirls wisited
Sydney and plaved in a round-— robin seris= again=st MHNSW.

AL the end of July the Japanese HNational Junior Womans
Team al=o vi=sited Sydney and further game=s weare plaved.
In November 1991. the ALC and AWLC resolved to suppart
the growing interest 1n New South Wale=s by the imple-
mentatiaon in 1992 of a junior recruiting and club
building project with funding providad by the
Australian Sports Commission.

8y December 1991. the =stage was set for a significant
and =uccess=ful re-=2mergence of lacrosse in HNew South
Wales _
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Mew South Wale=’ be=st performances in Interstate Carni-
vals weare in 1912 in Malbourns, whera HEW finished
third behind Victoria and South aAustralia, dafeating
Western Australia, Tasmania and Queensland. In Adelaide
in 1926, HSW again finished third behind South Austra-
lia and VYictoria. defeating Westearn Australia and

Queensland.

In 1925 MSW played a match against a United States team
of Fleet Officers in Sydney.
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The affmctzs of the Great ODepression on the state of
lacrosse are reflected in a decline in registerad
players from 144 in 1933 to 72 in 1935 with only four
affiliated clubs remaining - Eastern Suburbs, Balmoral,
BEondi 8B8each and Western Suburbs. The President.
Mr @a.L. Mawman iszued a =tern warning 1in the 1236
Annual AReport of the Associliation. ..

The position af lacrosse 1n Maw South Walas has now

reached a stadge where rMembers are warned that LT
chey Qasire 1ts Contrnuanca, 8ach and avary Member
will hawve o make a =sSpeacial stffort during L1SE7. The
apathy aof Mambars in the past has been appalling,
v o makes 1t oalmost impossitble for bthe Asscociation
mecubivea Ko Ffunction as Lt should. Ina

fezpclation can only progress Dy Members taking a
more ictive interest in the atfairs of thelir own
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WAVERLEY TEAM. I1908.
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EW ITUIH WHLES HEPRESENTATIVES, 1907,
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In 170B the fTollowing clubs weare competing in the HNSW
local competition - Balmain, Waverley, Mosman., Burwood.
City. Petersham & Stanmore, Manly
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BALMAIN LACROSSE CGLURB.
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