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WELCOME TO WORLD CLASS LACROSSE

Welcome to a very special series of field lacrosse games
that brings the best players from around the world to
participate in World Class Lacrosae. We invite you to
enjoy nll the games that feature teams from Australia,
United States, and England competing against the series
host- The Iroquois Nationals.

The schedule for the games is as follows:

.July 14 Australia vs. Iroquois Nationals

July 15 U.S5.A. va. Iroquois Nationals

July 16 England vs. Irequois Nationals
The games begin each evening at 5:30 pm at Rotary Field
on the Main Street campus of the State University of New
York at Buffalo

This exhibition series is a warm-up te the World Lacrosse
Tournament, scheduled for July 1B-26, 1986 at Varasity
Stadium in Toronto, Ontario. Unfortunately, the Iroquois
will not be in that tournament, so we decided to host

our ovn games to shov that we are capable of competing

at an intermational level.

The Iroquois Nationals have only been in existence for
only three years, with the expressed purpose of repre-
sent the 5ix Nations in international competition. Our
team has the sanction of the Grand Council of Chiefs.

The World Class Lacrosse series is sponsored by the
Iroquois Nationals, the 5tate University of New York,
and the Native American Feople's Alliance.



| Sid Jamieson

- Chief Oren Lyons
On Locrosse

Didsbury, U K. —Iroquois Nationals greet the English National
Team captian, Danny Roden. Left to right: Dave White, Greg
Tarbell (Iroguois players), Chief Oren Lyons, Roden, Sid Hill
{Troquots player), Tadodaho Leon Skenandoah and Iroquois Coack

Photngraphy by Bick Hill

EDITOR'S NOTE: Oren Lyons is
an Dnondaga chief and ane of the
coordinators for the Six Nations
{Iroquois) Natioral Lacrosse team.
John Mohawk, Northeast Indian
Quarterly contributor, spoke with
the hard-fo-cafeh Lyons a few
weeks ago in Sanfa Fe. Tke
interview was conducted in a car
ane morning while on the way o
the Ninth Inter-American Indian
Congress, where Lyons was in
atlendance as an official delegale.

NOHRTHEAST INDIAN QUAR-
TERLY: Chiefl Lyons, what is the
Iroqusis Mationals, how and where
did it get started, and how does it
funmction?
LYONS: Iroquois Nationals is the
Haudenosaunee's national lacrosse
team. Lacrosse is our national
sport, and we've played lacrosse
from time immemorial. Over the
past 20 years, though, we've given
| the game of feld lacrosse over to
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universities and

we've been

club  teams,
colleges and
concentrating on box lacrosse.
However, since  international
lacrosse is starting to gain
popularity again, we decided to put
our hand back into the field game
and offer the opportunity te
compete against quality Leams to
our Iroqueis players who may
never get a chance to play on the
field otherwise,

So the [Irogquois Nationals
began in 1983, after an invitation
from the Lacrosse Hall of Fame at
Johns Hopkins University to
compete in an international match
competition which would include
Syracuse University, the national
champions at that time, and the
University College at
Canandaigua, Hobart. Hobart was
the Class 1l national champions.
[t was a competition invelving two
national champions, plus Team
Canada and the Irequois

Nationals. That was our [first
venture, as lroquois, into field
lacrosse in quite a few years. We
fielded a team which was
inexperienced, of course. We had |
individual players who were |
extraordinary, but as a team, we |
weren't together. We really |
guffered a strong defeat in our fiest |
game with Syracuse University
We were beaten, [ think, 28 to 5, |
which was a good lesson for our |
guys. It gave them an idea of the
quality of lacrosse they were up
against. Our next game was with
Hobart and we did much better in |
that game. | think the score was 21
to 14.

NEIR: 50 you lost?

LYONS: We lost, but we improved
from one game to the next and we
looked at it as our-initial venture. [
wasn't sure exactly what to expect,
but I didnt think that we would
win, Although you never can tell
with the quality of players we had.

NEIQ: Did you have any All-
Americans on that team?

LYONS: Yes, we had Greg Tarbell
from Syracuse. We had Travis
Solomon, from Syracuse and Fred
Upson from Tuscarora, who also
played at Syracuse. We had Dave
Brey, who had played for Cornell
and Dave White who played at
Brown. We had experienced hands
in there but we were hurting on
defense. We didn't have a quality
defense. We just didn't have the
experience for that team, but we
played them anyway. The games
were exciting. As a result, there
was discussion of the international
games, and the box lacrosse game
that was going to be held in
Australia in 1985, So we continued
ko pursee the international
lacrosse. As an end result, an |
opportunity arose to play an :
exhibition game in the 1984 |
Olympics. Dan Hill, who is a
Cayuga living in Los Angeles,
initiated this whole idea and he
wanted to have a memorial for Jim
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honor the return of the Jim Thorpe
Medallions that were taken (rom
him after his 1912 Olympic
triumphs

NEIQ: Was Jim Therpe a lacrosse
plaver?

-Lll':,:"‘l.ﬁ Jim T.“'.l..'|_rr plaved
lacrosse at  Carlisle (Indian
boarding school in Pennaylvania,
ed), He played lacroase with my
grandfather lssac Lyons and great-
uncle, Jesse Lyona. Jim Thorpe
often visited Onondaga during his
late years. A lew years belore he

died he wii managing Sonny
Warcloud, a Mohawk wreiller
Everytime thay cama within the

area, Jim Thorpe always wvisited
Onondaga because he had (riends
sut there, people that he knew from
Carlisle days. | met him several
times. He used Lo come to the box
lacrosse practices and games

S0, we Lthought the memorial
was 3 good Wea We iniliated &
discussion lTeam Canada
Team Canada safd they'd be
interested 1n cOming so we

willi

began
the process of having the Jim
T:hl:ltpe Memorial Pow Wow and
MNative Games. Ones the American
field lacrosse players hoard there
wias the posdibility of a game, they
became invelved That led to the
Lot Angeles World Lacrosse
-I','.-,;-_;'-;-,-.':;.'.._;.q., which Wi
sponsored by the Los Angeles
lacrosse people

NEIG: By world lacrosss da yaou
mean that it was an international
avent?

LYDINS: [t was an international
event and it began to grow. 5o the
Jim Therpe Memorial Pow 'l'l'l:lu:
Wative Gamed wis Cco-Eponiored
with the Los Angeles World
Lacrosse Tournament Champeon-
ship. The result was that England,
Australia, the United States, the
California All-Star team and the
Irogouis Natienals competed in &
raund-robin E-d.l}' Lpurnament in
July of 1984 at Los Angeles just
prior to the Ulympics
NEIQ: How did the Nationals do”?
LYDONS: The Nationals did much
better tn that event We beat
California the [irst game. The
second game we lost Lo Canada
The third game lost o
Australin. The fourth game we
beat England. And the filth game,

we

Phatagraphy by Rick Hill

o

Ihis group of Iroguois players includes, left fo right: (frond row)
Scolt Herne, Greg Longboal, Leroy Hill, Harvey Loagboai, Kurt
Styres, Adam Anderson, (back row) Robert Shenandoah, Tom
Johnson, Peter Hill, Joe Solomon, Coach White

We believe the game
should be played in
the world Olympics
and in many foreign
countries. It's our
game, it's our gift to
humanity, and we
should promote it.

which was probably the best one of
the tournament wai belweéén
Iroquois Nationals and US. The

U'S team which wal ronsing
roughihed  ower the whle
tournament They were the beit

team there. We were the only team
to play & tight competition with
them. They blew us out in the last
B minutes of the game. [ think the
final score was something like 2i

tp 15 MNonelhelesa. 1t was &
respectable score
NEIG: Dad ¥l LT any

improvement”’

LYDMNS: Well, it was obvious that
within  twio  years we were
compatitive in the international

.

NOTES ON LACROSSE: The game of lacrosss, which is the natisnal
sport of Canada and is very popular in the United Siates and Canada,
hay (i ariging in the northeastern American Confinend. Although the
Spanish observed a game sumilar to lacrodse in the routheast United
States in the late 1500°, the first documentation of the game was in
1838, when (he Freach ML GRSy Jedn Hrrb-uull"dr:rnbrq' the jame i

hIlJlfoﬂJJI

The commonly used name for the game “lacrosse” was coined by the
French, who compared the design of the stick to the bishop's crosier

The original Indian game of field lacroise was leds reguiated than
the game played today Although the emphasis was oa speed, shill, and
team play, there were fewer rules regarding body condact. The first
lacroise game with a standardized sef of rules was played by fwo

Iadian irams in 834
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| field and they responded the same
way. They were very happy with
the competition. The other teams
we played against enjoyed the idea
of a new team, and enjoyed the
| idea of the Indians joining the
leagues. [t led b0 our Erip to
England.

NEIQ: Did you get the invitation
ta go to Epgland at the end of the

I Los Angeles games?
LYONS: Yes.
after the Los Angeles

| NEIQ:
| games did you prepare for the
games in England?

LYONS: Right after the Los
Angeles games, the next games we
prepared for were the Canadian
Invitational Women's Lacrosse
Championships which were going
to be held in Montreal,

NEIQ: Did you already have a
women's lacrosse team, or was this
formed in 19847

LYONS: In 1984, along with all of
the excitement over the interna-
tional men's team, there was
definite interest for women's
lacrosse at Tuscarora, Six Nations,
and also Cattaraugus reservations,
Onondaga didn't have any players
except for my daughter, who is an
exceptional player, but she was
hurt so she couldn't play. Wes
Patterson went ahead and began
developing the women's lacrosse,
They were already playing. [ think
they were also playing in
Akwesasne. There’s a Mohawk
women's locrosse team up there, It
was just a matter of development
that we would move into the
women's lacrosse bournament.
Since we  were  involved
internationally, it was just a
natural event. We fielded a team
and we did win one game up there,
which was. extraordinary because
it's not a traditional pastime for

[roquois women to play lacrosse.
Its a n's game. So the
enthusiasm for the sport, for the

young wémen was good, and it
gave a8 counter balance to the
men’s team to have a women's
team. It was all under the auspices
of the Iroquois Nationals and we
felt the young women deserved a
chance to compete, since women's
lacrosse is played in England,
Australia, [reland, Wales,
Scotland,  France,  Belgium,
Holland and Denmark, Canada,
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and the United States. We felt
there were plenty of opportunities
for our pgirls to compete
internationally. S0 we fielded a
team that competed in the
Canadian Women's Invitational
Championships in 1984 in
Montreal Canada, on Labor Day
wetkend, They did very well. They
enjoyed the trip, comradery, and
are very enthusiastie to go on and
play  more. We've  been
simultaneously developing both
teams, the men's and the women’s.
This is quite an undertaking
considering we don’t have a base of
support.

NEIQ: Do you mean financial
suppart?

LYONS: Money has always been
our problem. We've managed to do
it by almost superhuman elforts to
gather funds from a variety of
sources, but always private
sources. We don't deal with any of
the federal resources for obvious
reasons.

NEIQ: The [Iroqueis Nationals
played im a0 other fournaments
until the invitation to England, is
that right?

LYONS: Right.

MEIG: What do you see as the
significance playing in England?
The team went to England an
[roquois passports. What about
about the importance of that
national identity that the lacrosse
team carried to England,

LYONS: The [roquois went to
England back in 1867, the Mrst
time¢. They went again in 1878,
and finally in 18386 when they
played in front of Queen Victoria
at the Crystal Palace.

NEIQ: Was this the first time in
almost 100 vears that the Six
Nations fielded a team that they
sent to England?

LYONS: Right. We felt it was
significant that we introduced the
sport of lacrosse to England. They
have developed it to the point that
it has become a national past-time.
Of course, soecer is their primary
sport, and so is rugby. But lacrosse
is played. In fact, women's lacrosse
in England 15 much stronger than
men's lacrosse. AL any rate, we lelt
that the invitation was significant
for first of all, recognizing us as a
national team. Team England
invited us. We weren't plaving a

club team over there, althought we
did play several club teams during
pur visit, The primary invitation
was from Team England., [t
required all of the necessary
protocol of traveling on our own
passports, including vizas and
clearances we had to go through
We had to pass through customs
and immigrations in Canada, the
[ nited States, and England. [t was
very significant [rom  that
perspective. We had succeeded in
fielding an international team
traveling on the Haudenosaunee
passports.

NEIQ: So this is actually a story
about a community of people, who
fielded a team that in three years
grew from an idea into a world
class lacrosse team in
international field lacrosse. How
did the team fare in England?
LYONS: We did very well. We won
three garmes, tied Team England,
and lost to Team England in the
fnal game. The games were tough.
They were of spirited quality and
were enjoyed by both teams. If
there was a problem, it was in the
techmicalities and mechanics of
afTic i.ﬂliﬂg’, which iz almost ;Llw:_l],rs
suspect on the international level,
The tour of England was not a total
victory, but you can't come away |
with everything, you've got to |
leave people with something. We
left two goals. The last game was
16-14. S0 we're going back to
collect those two goals.

NEIQ: As the Iroquois Nationals
have become suceessful on the
field, has Canada challenged the
[roquois Nationals' status and the
right to play in international
lacrosse,

LYOMNS: Yes, there have been a
number of roadblocks. So far, we've
met every challenge, We've done
very well. We are definitely
invited to Australia in 1990 and |
weé have to be prepared. The |
airfare to Australia is going to be
phenomenonal, But we now have a
very good track record. The
Iroquois Nationals fielded both the
men's and women's international
lacrosse teams. We instituted an
annual event in Cttawa, Canada
right under the noses of the |
Canadian Lacrosse Association
They had every opportunity to do
the same thing vet, it was the

e = o |
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Irequeis Mationals who initiated
this invitational international
tournament as part of the Cdnos
Festival in (Htawa every wyear.
We've traveled internationally,
competed at the Johns Hopkins
International Games in ‘83,
competed at the Jim Thorpe
Memorial Pow Wow Native Games
a5 ceremonial host for the Los
Angeles World Lacrosse Champi-
onships in 1984, We've just
completed a tour, [ would eall it a
triumphant tour of England,
we  were  Lreated  with
utmost  respect and  great
enthusiasm.

NEIQ: You sound optimistic

about the future.

LYONS: We have to be. Optimism
is what we've been operating on. If
we were o operate on what would

appear to be the realities, we
wouldnt have an Irogouis
Nationals team. We've - had
ohatructions, and not all of them
from international people. In our
own communities, some people
have a hard time understanding
exactly what's going on. The
problems will work themselves out
and we're going to be very proud of
our team, We've got a tiger by the
tail now and we have to continue.
This is not something to just pick
up and drop. The International
Lacrosse Federation asked us
about continuity, They asked:
"What is your strueture? What is
your intrastructure? What if Wes
Patterson or Oren Lyons gets sick?
What happens to the team?” It's
necessary to develop the intra-
structure to deal with those

questions and also to encourage all
of our ecommunities to become
involved because we need their
support. The Federation does not
understand that lacrosse is an
integral part of our communities;
that we live, breathe and die with
lacrosse in the Six nations. They
don't understand, so0  we're
educating them and we're
promoting the game. We believe
the game should be played in the
world Olympics and in many
foreign countries. It's our game,
it's our gift to humanity, and we
should promote it.

Fhomgraphy by Rick Mili

The names are too many fo list in this phote of the Houdenosaunee Tododabho, Grand Council
Firekeeper Leon Shenandoah, surrounded by the players of the Iroquois Nationals feam and

thelr coaches
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Australian Team

1 Feter Morley Midfield
2 Cliff Jennings Pefense
3 Ken Nicholls Midfield
4 Peter Cann ficcack

3 Fhil Ackland Midfield
f Steve Mounsey Defense
7 Graeme Fox Attack

g8 Ray Duthy Midfield
9 Gordon Purdie Midfield
10 John Butkiewiesz Hidfield
11 Peter Brown Attack
12 Paul Furtado Midfield
13 Glen Revell Goalkeeper
14 Jeff Xennedy Midfield
15 Chris Hockey Attack
16 Dennis Newvman Midfield
17 Thomas Hardy lefense
18 Rod Ansell Defense
19 Bruce Freeman Goalkeeper
20 Mark Balinski Attack
21 Richard Tillotzan Midfield
22 Darren Gibson Attarck
23 Mark Haddad Defense
246 Dawvid Robinson Defense
25 Tony HMartella Midfield
26 Jeff Campbell Midfield

Executive Director:

Manager :

Doug Fox
PFeter Habhs

Assistants: Peter Smirk, Graeme Gatley,
Doug George

Head Cocach: Denis Trainor

Assistant Coaches: Roger Attenborough,
John Carter

Fitness Coordinator: Barry Stewart




United States Team

John Tucker Midfield
Randy Powers Attack
Koddy Morino AEtack
';'_:#nrp;-- McGeeney Defenae
Sceve Byrnmey Defense

ohn Lamo Attack
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Z Vinnie abrotto Midfield
i Jeff Long Attach
Fandy Natoli Midfield

LA -

Brian Wood Actack
Todd Curry Midfield
Mat ‘:J||w|1':|' Midtfield
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2 Jim Darcangelo Midfield
F ] Joey Seibold Midfield
£ Larry Quinn Coalie
23 Dick =5 Hidfield
i4 Morm Engelke Midfield
B B s 1 all A T 2ok . L

Fage rendan Schmeck ACEACK
27 Jim Burke Defenae

30 Brad Kotz Midfield
312 John Driscell Midfield

John Erumenacker Midfield
- - - =
'] Eanay i el &nSe

b
4 riffin Goalie

a | John Detomasso Defeanses
44 Bob Bencak Defense

Head Coach: Dave Urick
Assistant Coach: Tem Postel
Aszistant Coach: Doen Zimmerman
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English Team

Peter Condron Goalie
Gregg Story Goalie
Faul Skarratt Defence

Lad Bod et

5 Jeff Mounkley Defen

5 lerry Undervood lafence

b KEeith Gosnay Midfield

[ Sean Ring Defence

g lahn Baron Hidfield

G Malcolms Gosnay Midfield
Paul Everard Midfield

i

Simon Tarpey Hidfield

David Elwood Midfield
1d
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Mark Hedkin Hidiiel:
Harcus Sandy Hidfie
Hark Coups Attack

Rick Summers Hidfield
Martin Clarke AEL

Danny EBoder Attack
FPeter Collins lefence
Pacrick Moore Attack

Andy Hillax Attack
Jack Simpaon MidField

i P e Pod Pud Bl Pl e et

Phil Colliear At tack
shaun Morar Defanem
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Jamie Symington Midfiasld

Manager: Don Bennett

Chief Coach: John Bardsley
Coaches: Brian Costellsn, :_,';..: Gold
Assistant Manager: Allan Moss
Physiotherapist: Keith Griffiths
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THE IROQUOIS NATIONALS

| Kent Lyons

2 Travisz Selomon
3 Jim Bissell Jr.
& Emmett Printup
5 Doug Smoke

[ Sonay Shenandoah
q Eervin Huff

10 Robert Shenandoah
11 Dave White

12 Ron Henry

13 5id Hill

l & Mike Smith

15 Rex Lyons

16 Tyler Sunday

17 Greg Longboat
IBE Hikko Redarrow
19 Greg Tarbell
20 Murry Stout

21 Roger Chrysler
{2 Louie Mitchell
231 Mark Burnam

24 EKen Benidicet
25 Adam Anderson
6 Leroy Hill

27 Brett Bradley
28 Randy Chrysler
29 Darwin John

30 Dean Burnam

32 Steve Jacobs
33 Kevin Powless
34 Harvey Longhoat
15 Jeff Gill
Alternntes:

Head Coach:
Manager: Kim Patterson

Chris Hill
Manvel Johnson
Mark Martin
Leroy Swamp

L1d Jamieson

Goalie
Goslie
Midfield
Attack
Midfield
Defense
Attack
Midfield
Midfield
Defense
Defense
Midfield
Acttack
Midfield
Hidfield
Midfield
Attack
Attack
Defense
Midfield
Midfield
Attack
Midfield
Midfield
Attack
Defense
Defense
Midfield
Midfield
Midfield
Midfield
Midfield

Equipment Manager: Jim Bissell,5r.




Theee Cayupa erostes from Gramd fiver, Onfario, The one on the lofl, misde befare [543,

is frami the carly sioge of lacrosse prior to changes cmused by white players

The cenirnl specionen, mnde befare FOI0, i for a lefi-humided plaver. It reprecests o
fransitioral stage in the ganre. infermediate between the aboriginal form ami the modern TP,
The one an the right, made in 1932, it ndapred 1o raday's affecial pame.



LACROSSE

AND THE CAYUGA THUNDER RITE

By FRANCES EYMAN

Lacrosse, the great combative team  sport
pmong Indians of eastern Morth America, is 1o-
day the national sport of Canaida and is a popu-
lar collegiate pame in the Linbied Siates and Great
Briain. French Canadinns began to play the
Iroquols form of stick-ball before 1750, Owur
rame for the game comes from their lerm for the
ball-stxck in lroquois style, lo crosse, so called
becaune of it resemblance 1o a bishop '+ crowser,
hes symibolic shepherd's crook Bagataway i abo
a rarely used name for the game, from ity Ojibwa
name, Pagoadowewin

Al lacroise has grown in popularity, gradual
changes have been made w rules and equipment.
The modern sport as played by Americams and
Europeams o somewhat diflcrent from the TR
nal lroguois version of the game from which i
was derrved, It has become less viobent and some
details have been adopted from Europenn games,
Aler Chrstianization, the Mohawk® of Quebec
continued to play their native game, but only as
a padtime, discarding s religious associaiions
Freach Canadians began ity iransformation Inio
an interaatonal pame. It fnslly spresd 1o Englah
Cansdchsil, becomeng Ui natsonal spori
1859, Odbcial staius resulied in rapid recrgani-
ratepm and standardizatbon. Meantione, the pagan
Irogquoss communities have kept up o daie on
all the mew dewelopments and [requently meed
white leams m formal matches plaved by the
modern role book. Vet among themaelves ihey
have stll maintained the onginsl forma of the
game and have comerved i obd coremonaal
L0 EALIONS.

Still another form of lacrosse is played by
American women. This is of recent origin and
has been reintroduced from Great Britain, Its
crosses are imported from England. It has re-
tnined ithe walimited feld of the Indian game,
and it differs in many detail from white and
Indian men's games

The Semeca or Cayuga player from & Long-

#* The Five Nations or triley of ihe lroguost wore (he
Mohewl, Oncids. Onondega. Coyuga. sl S0necs
They bocame the Sin Matbosn wah the ohiry of ihe
Tescarors img their Leager in | 720

SUMAMER, [954

house (“pagan”) family actually knows three
different forms of lacroase, and he has an intense
interest in ancient styles of play. When he and
his fellows meet & white team, they play a hard,
fast. runming game according 1o the rules of the
Official Handbook. When the play i3 between
Indian teamn, the game goes by & dafferent set of

that are defined oy fouh in the Official Hand-
book. In the Indian game, a player rnr_r:hn
shoulder, tackle, inp, of fam an OppoRent;

can even trike with the crowe provided that it r.t
gripped in boih hands He may sctually use the
croste to Lft 3 running man off the groend and
dump him on hin hesd, thigy 8 broken collarbope
i a frequent accident in the Indian game. Such
lacrosse in siill mival combai, a ceremonial sub-
stitute for warfare, Finally, the conservative
Indian also plays a primitive form of the game
as part of religious ceremonies. In these games
there are few rules, few players, linde violence,
and much emphasis oa skill and speed. The
game as & rite symbolores conflsct between hife
and death. pood snd evil, hope and despair. It
also representi warfare between the thunderers
and their eternal enemocs, the under-eanh deitics.

& preat playver knows all three games almost
by imtinct. He offers us insights into the history
of lacrosse, and therefore into the general nature
of gamey and of nteal conflsct. 'What we know
of the grand drama of the ball-play has come
fromm a few of these skilled amaicumn.

As the game has evolved, ball-sticks or crosses
have gradually changed. They form a contimuous
series from ancient Indian forma o thade sold in
sporting-godds stores ioday. The best of ouwr
standard crosses for men are made by the Mo-
hawk of Quebec and New York. Indiana are
especially aware of changes in the game. and
recognure dafferent types of crowses as represent-
ing earlser stages in the ball-play, the changes in
the form of the cronse being related 1o changes in
the game. The hiitory of lacrosse games has
been little studied, and the forms of the sticks,
which vaned from tnbe 1o tnbe and from period
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o perked, are poory recorded. In my atienips
to understand and interpret differemt kinds of
crosses, | have found the traditional knowledge
of older Indian plavers essential. Equally critical
sources of data are obder documented spocimens,
crosses of known date and place. Unfortunately
meost of the old sticks in muscum collections bear
little record.

The University Museum has a set of three
from the Cayuga of Six Mations Reserve, On-
tario, which are noteworthy for their documenta-
tion. Used by three generations of the same fam-
iy, they span a century in the history of the
game. The obdest is also of considerable anistic
ment. They were collected by Frank G. Speck
from the Cayuga ritual leader Alexander T.
General, who bears the venerable title Deskaheh
as a chief of the League of the Iroquois. They
were given 1o us by Samuel W. Fernberger

The oldest specimen was used by Deskabeh's
grandfiather, who ded in 1845, The Cayuga
ascrbe this stick 1o the “old game,” played prior
to 1860. In this stage of lacrosse, the Cayuga
played only with Indian teams, no Official Hand-
book of lacrosse was yet known, and guards had
not yel appeared on Cayuga ball-stcks. This
crosse i exceptional for s carving and for the
reBnement with which it was made, as well a5
for its documentation. Therefore, I should point
out those details which place it in the early stage
of the game, when juggling skills and agility were
50 important in Indian stick-ball

Like owr later crosees it was carved from
hickory. lis curee is wery close o that of the
ecclesinstical erogaer, It 8 netbed with a slighily
twisted strip of rawhide or babiche, apparently
from calftkin, The wood is old, smooth, and
patinated, carved in low but bold relief. The tip
of the crook is in the form of the head of a dog,

with the outermost string of the web coming out
of a hole at the center of his mouth. The nose of
the amimal projects slightly beyond the edge of
the web, forming a slight hook which might catch
i the web of another crosse. Other Iroguois
croases which are equally old have the outermos
string of the web tied into a groove around the

16

lip of the crosse, leaving a small hook of aboat
thie sanmse size projecling ht:.--:‘.:rld the OulErmost
string, Our specimen with its carved decoration
andd drilled string-hole is the most refined of all
the old ones. [is outline, nct-form, and other
functional details are like those of other ancwent
Iroquots cresses. [y decoration i excoplional.

The animal head probably had symbolic amd
magical meanmg—the stick in pursuit of the ball
like a coursing hound, At the butt el of the
handle, o human hand grasps a ball, perhaps with
multiple significance. The ball may not be
iouched wath the kand, bul oaly with the Crosse;
posubly the crosse is here represented holding
the ball as securely as though in the hand. The
ball-in-hand was alse a favorite motil for the
ball-headed war club of ancient times, and this
design may refer 1o the ritualized warfare acted
out in the game. Two clasped hands are carved
into the grip: these probably symbolize the
friendly nature of ball-play conflict, in contrast
to the game's underlying allegorical warfare, The
rest of the grip is decorated with delicate geomet-
rical chip-carving. Chip-carving was a [aworite
technique of American wood carvers in the lats
eightecnth and i,-:rl:,. nineteenth cepturses, and
well known on old lroquois objects

The rawhide net was stretiched within the
crook 1o form a flat web, not 0 taut-as the sirings
of a tennis racket, but without any sag or pocket.
The outermost string is in the same plane as the
rest of the ner. The fat web made for a maore
difficult game than do the deeply pocketed
crosses of the modern game; cradling the ball on
the web was one of the demanding skills of the
eld game,

The crook was made by carving the stick to
form while green, the tip being left about twa
feet longer than it would be when finished. This
extra lemgth was then bemt to shape in a free
curve, with its end lashed against the handle
while the wood dried. Then the surplus was cut
away to form the open crook, the carving was
finiihed and the thong holes bored, and the net
was woven in place. The erooks of the later
crosies were shaped in & form.

The side of the crook rising above the plane
of the net makes a wall on each crosse. On the
eldest stick, it has a thick D-shaped cross section,
with its flat face almost perpendicular 1o the
plane of the web. It forms a very low wall, of
litthe wse for holding the ball. The curved tip &
3 thm almond shape in section and forms an
angle of about ten degrees with the web

The second crosse of our set is one of & trinsi-
tional stage, inérmediate between old and new

EXFEDITION



SUMMER.

LT

{Lefth The carved section of the Caynga croere made
priar te [R45 with {right) the forr sides of the grip,
(Crppgeite page) The dog heod froom the saine crosre.
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types: i was wsed by Deskaheh's father, lsaacs
General, who died in 1910 at the age of 65. It
it for a kefi-handed man, [t has a flar web, but
the wall of the crook has a thin D-shaped secton,
forming & higher margin which would help ;m
restraining the ball. Three guard strings at the
outer edge of the net also rise above the plane of
the web 10 form an elementary pocket, At the
Rattened tip of the crosse, the wall is at a very
acute angle to the met, so that it might serve a3 a
scoop. However, the end is less dished than that
of the modem type, and the web has no sag, all
of the pocket-like effcct being duc 1o the higher
wall and the guard strings. This 1 a larpe stick,
four feet ten inches long, with a ten-inch-wide
crook and a mineteen inch handle. It meets the
standards of the Official Handbook of 1BEE.
Cayuga believe that this was their typical crosss
from 1860 1o 1890, the stage which they call the
“middle game.”" The ball was of il rubber.
The most recent erosse was made by Jeremiah
Aaron for Deskaheh in 1932 for use in & rilual

game. It represents the modern Cayuga style
rather than a standard Canadian croase, but it

moets the regulations of our Ofcial Hardbook.
It s shorter than earfier Cayugs sticks, and
shorter than many modern ones, being only thres
fect five inches long, with & crook six and one-
half inches wide, a handle tweniy-five inches
long. The wall is a sloped tnangle in section,
and the crosse has a shovel-like form. The web
i formed of lengthwase strips of oil-tanned com-
mercial leather crossed by rawhide, and is pressed
down and molded into a section of a cone. Three
guard strings and the sloped wall blend inlo the
contours of the pockst, with a very much thianed
and Aatened tip, o that the crowe i oypecal of
ithe sooops used in the modern while man’s game.
It was designed for use with a hard elastic ubber
ball in the “pew game,” although it was sctually
used in the conservative ntual of the Longhouse.

Development of a pocket and addition of
guard strings came with spreading popularity of
the game among whites; Indians accepted inter-
national rules and welcomed maiches with any
white teams. These modifications began a long
time ago, however, and there were alio many
other uarecorded changes in the history of the
game. Guard strings have been required by the
Official Handbook since at beast 1880, They are
intended 10 prevent catching the web of one
croise with the hook of another, an accident
which was not considered a foul in the Indian
game. On a guarded crosse, several extra strings
are added to the edge of the web, each one of

them covering any slight projection of the tip,

Abmence of guards i the mosl conspeuout fea-
tare of an early crosse. When guands At ap-
pearcd, they were nol micrsoven o the rest ol
the web, but in kater crosses the guand stnngs,
which run from tp o handle, are inerwoven, In
the mwsidern crosse, the guard sirings and the
woden frame are integral paris of the pocked,
which narmally has o depth equal o the dinmeter
of the ball,

Old crosses were more like a tennis racket,
while the modern one is somewhat like the wick-
erwork bat wied in the ball-count game of jai
alai or pelota. It is possible that lacrosse has even
been influenced or modified by pelofa. This may
be one reason for the evolution of the crodse in
the direction of the pelota cesta or basket, Orher
mnovations i modern men’s lacrosse have ap-
parently been borrowed from other sports—the
maodern goal from ce hockey, the bounded feld
from one of the European court games, All of
the stamndard innovations have been accepled by
Indian players, but have not been admitied into
thewr ritual games.

The comervative lroquon man plays lacrosse
at a religious activity. Outlines of the Cayuga
pames which [ollow are based upon the obier-
vations of ithe laiec Frank G. Speck, who siudied
the rites of the Sour Spring Longhouse, and upon
those of Mrs. Clara Redeye. She, although a
seneca, was formerly married to a Cayuga ball-
player at Sour Spring. Ritual games of other
Longhouse: probably differ in detail, but these
have been linde studied. The Cayuga play la-
crodse during two different ceremonies.

The Cayuga Thunder Ritual i held in the
spring and summer when rain is needed. An out-
door fire serves as an altar for the bumning of
tobacco, with speeches and prayers. Players have
prepared for the game by fasting, purging, and
treatment with herbal medicines. Each team has
seven players, one team made up of older men
from one moicty, the other of younger men from
the other moiety, Thus the game is thought of as
being played between fathers and wons, The seven
players also personily the seven thunder gods.

The field is an cighth 1o a quarter of a mile
long. without side boundaries and with oaly a
goal at each end. Each goal is seven paces wide,
marked by a pair of poles 2t in the ground. Sev-
en goals are required 1o win, This game is called
Craiciihkwar, “beating the mush,™ in reference 1o
the meal provided for the winning 1eam by the
losers, The game iselfl is followed by prayer and
dancing, with a distribution of little gifis to the
players,

The other ritual game is played during the
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Midwinter Ceremonics, at the New Year, but
only rarely. A sick person who is under treatment
by native physicians may dream aboul a lacrodse
game. This 15 a dream of conflict, & symbol of the
batile between life and denth being waged within
the patient. Following such a dream, a lacrosse
game will be staged ouwtside of the Longhouse
during the Midwinter, in that pan of the cere-
monies conducied by cunng socieiies o pray for
ihe recovery of their patienis. The game iiscll
both an act of prayer and a magical aliempl o
reinforce-the struggle for life that the patient is
miaking, This formal game is the mosi archaic
version of lacrosse played today, and shows ritual
survival of old features. It is mot used for divina-
tion, winning has no significance for the fale of
the patient. Wher the great lroquois prophet,
Handsome Lake, was dying at Onondaga in
1815, he requesied a lacrosse game. He had pre-
veously included lacrosse im has definitive lisi of
sacred nites, accepied by all Iroguois orihodaxy.
As he knew, lacrosse is the game which super-
nailurals play in the thunderhead, the lighining
bolt their ball. Father Jean Brebouw! described
lacrosse as the most important medicinal rite of
ihe Morono m 1636, and of o sl osed ad a -Eui'i.fl.g
ceremony by our Iroquois friends today.

This game is plaved on the frozen ground and
in the snow by barcfoot men stripped 10 the
waist. Often they prepared for it by an interval of
fasting, prayer, and purging with emetics. ldeally,
there should be seven men 1o a side, each side
drawn from one of the two momes of the Cayu-
g2, but 12ams may be smaller. In contrast to the
small team, the field §i enormous, as much s a
quarter of a mile bong, and it has no boundarses
excepl the goals; there are no out-ol-bounds.
Each goal is a pair of sticks seven paces apart,
and a goal is scored by carrying or throwing the
hall between the poles. The ball is centered at
the beginning by throwing it up, and it s grap-
pled for with the crosses as it falls; it musl not .
wouched by hand or foot. The emphasis is all on
skill and speed, with few blocks and little vio-
lence. Here one may sce the fleer runner show-
ing off his skill, juggling the ball en the net of
his crosse during a wild foot race. The more
skill, verve, and speed, the betier for the patient
and the more reason for the gods 10 be pleased.
Ofien the game is played lor a single posnl, some-
times for two or three. The game is everything,
mere winning of lile consequence. The losing
teams, however, prul.'ldﬂ- o megsl for the winners,
and they may not break their own fasi af this
dinner except by invitation of the winners.

Of a very different nature were some greal
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games of the past as vaguely known 10 us
through the traditions of the people. As a war
game, lacrosse was played between communitics
or tribes by large teams on big fields. Violent,
skillful, crowded games of greal imporance, they
were riwals for scitling major conflicts.  Some-
times conlested land tithes or the arbitration of a
bitter quarrel depended upon the outcome, the
winncr prevailed. As an aliermative 1o armet
conflact, lacrosse was [ar better, for ai worsi @
was no more dangerous than football. Since la-
crosse was a sacred game, played under the
watchful eyes of god and chance, it served as a
rite 1o invoke the aid of the gods on the side of
the right. Gaming 1 often a ritual of divination
or & trial of jusiice.

The ordinary “sand Jot™ game played by boys
and young men and the formal maich have by
comparison only the quiet overtones of ritual.
To be sure, the game delights the Creator as ii
does the Indian devotes of the sport. In the ira-
ditional Indian view, it 13 & mosi proper activily
for youth. In it, boys are schooled to the values
of a man and a warrior. They leam 1o expend
apgressive impulses within a rualized pattern of
behavior rather than in ihe murderows attacks of
duel or war. They are trained away from the
impulses of the “burmt knives,” & term used in
Iroquodan languages for  delinguents.  Good
sporismanship, clean play, speed, endurance, pa-
tience, agility, and the calm acceptance of fatigue,
hazard, and hun without complaint or cowardice
are ithe dscplme. The Creator smiles as be
walches the game, and i pleased 10 32¢ his chil-
dren beamning the hardiness and honor of man-
hiood while playing at the Indian stick-ball game
of the thunder pods, - 7

FRANCES EYMAN
obrgimed hee B A, i An-
rhropodogy ar the Univer-
siry of Feaasylvanio aed
hay dond produaie work
ol Cofumbda  LFniversiny
awid  the  Llafeersuy  of
New Mexico wivere ghie
did eihinological field
wiork with 1the Naviaje,
She har beem on imniruce
por i the  Educarional
Deparimenrz of the &
Arrriran Museum of Noteral Hitory in New 3
Yerk and this Muewn and i@ presently an
aniditand i the American Seciion. While her
work there by with all of the American collecs
g, her porricufar fnieeesi A7 e docirimenied
micces ard fow rhey kelp io il im vhe paps in
the ethmlogical Rivory of the Novth Awmeeri-
wan Tndian,
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Brunswick Lacrosse A'Game of Lacrosse e

1883 Iroquois teams toured England, which lead to the
expansion of lacrosse to the United Kingdom. Last year
the Iroquois Nationals returned to England.

1905 Onondaga team, note the length of l:t}ejr lacrosse sticks
and thelong netting of the old-style sticks



1955 Tuscarora team at Lewist{;n, N.Y.
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Lacrosse Rules

Men’s Lacrosse Rules:
Question & Answer

1. 1F. How big ram o lscrowe shick be?
A A |=|:!rﬂltl‘: stick must be 3 misimam of 6% " wide and 5 maxismum
al 107 wade lor all sticks except a goaliender's szick which can be o

manimam of 127 wide. A wick masd be a minisum of 40° lang,
*ydye heman with the ball five yards ax the scae of
4. 1), What are legal checks?

wilki 3 poChEl & manimum 21 " deep,
L. €. What Bappend when (he bl
Eors oul of
haunds
@ A. Except on a shot on goal, the ball shall be
- gren o the team which did s souch ke
=y 3 hadl lasi. The 1eam withour 18 ball mus give
-l |
II-,_ e Plﬂ'-
| l LRI “:Iul Sappens with 2 shod on goal®
| ¥y A When a wol 5 taken on 2ol whichever 1eam
I e T i bosest 1o the ball whes il goes oul aof
CATCTHIN GF PLAT bourds will have posseiisan at the wan aof
play,
&, There are twa legal ways 16 check &N Sppdneni—a body cheek and 2
ek using the slick

| 3. 0. Whai & 2 begal body check?

A A legal Body check is hining &h epposent in posseiiics aff the ball
of wilthin five vards of a Basose ball. from the frant ar sides and
abave the knees. The person throwing the check muit keep baih his
hands on ks sk whalle making ithe check .

B, Cp Wit is 3 legal check wigh (b silck?

AL A player may check an opposent’s Wick whin he bas possesson of
ihe ball or when he is withen five yards of a loowe ball or within five
vards of a ball in Might.

T, 0 What kisd of peaaMic are 1Bere?

A Fenalies are divadead snla iwo growps—iechnical fouls and personal

louls,

#. ). Whal iz a lechnical foul?

A. A techmical foul is one of a bess serious ma-
larg than 3 perionad Foul amd carmes wilh il
190 Iypees of pumsihimeni. Owe, if 2 12 Bas
possesian of the ball and comamits a techini:
cal Foull dhen this 1sam ledss possesinn of
the Ball, A ream will also lose the ball i
nelibser t2am has possession when the Foul is
commiited. Two, o 1B team againgl shich
thse 1echaical Foul i3 commenied has posses-
siga of the ball ar the ame the foul & comi:
mitted chen the offending tcam lesci a
player for & period of 1hiny decondi.

. Whai mre some examples of techmical louls?
&. INTERFEREMCE:

A& player may S0l mierfere im any manner
with the Tree movement of an opponeni

1
wERAFTRIRCT

A
i

HFLEN NG
A player ihall o1 hald am oppones o his
oo amed prevend him free movemeni.

..L_,__.d.—.—;

- -
CHLAY OF GME

g nLEGRLLY

iN CEEASE

WA DK MG OFF:

A player ik ke ball may non grush @00 an
opponen s sk wwh hii arms o paeven)
him [rom checking his sk,

PUSHI MG
A playor may nod push &n apponent with
Bk slick e from Bebind.

OFF&IDES;

A geam mmust have a eninimum of shres
players on the of femsive hall of the fickd and
a minireum of foar pliyers o the defeming
Kalff af ehe field. IF this is noo the case then i
is offsides and a technical Foud,

STALLING:

There are rwo iypes of sialling.

A, OFFENSIVE STALLING: Onoe wanmed
by an official a ream must bring 1he ball is-
pix ke offensive resEraining area and keep
i there.

B. DEFEMSIVE STALLING: Once wamed
By an odlicial & esdm misd Bring (he ball ap
ficld and make an effore vo gt i1 oue of ins
defendive hall af the fald,

¥ THE CREASE:
An ofensive player may nol enter ihe
CrEasE Bl BAY MESE,

10 ). What is w persosal Toul?

A Feromal fouls are theie ol more
seTiceas nature thal mighl cause per-
seaal ismjury. The wual penalty is
2 the olfending player to go out aff
the game for & period af one min-
wie, b, Be can Be susipended for &
perind of uwp 19 three minstes if an
official s desires,

10, Q. What mre some examples of perisnsl

Touls?

A ILLEGAL BODYCHECK! SN

Hivimg am opponent from the rear or
belew the knees.

SLASHIMG:

The stniking of an oppssnent’s
body or the hitting of an op-
ponent's face, meck, or head
{called on rhe oo with the
erose,




= CROSS CHECKING'

A player cannol check wilk
the handle of ks wick
locaied berween 1w Bumd.

THIPPING:

A player may nod trip an op-
pOnEn in any =ay

THIPFING

_M\.]\ ”_/b USE OF ILLEGAL
vl CROSSE:

RO TS AR CORDUET Fesults i an  astomaiic

three migste penaliy.

IL. ). Wihat happens with simultaseous
leuls®

A, TECHNICAL FOLUIL:
The Touls cancel each other out,
The team ikat had poiaciasan af the
hall at the time the fauls acoured re- -
lainy possession. IF there s no |
possestion the Ball i Faced off.

PERSONAL FOUL:
The team 1hat secrived the iechnical
loul will be gives the ball.

6. 4.

el

i7. .
Al

PERMISAL FOLL:

The offending plavers leave the
pamee and the 1c3m will possciiem
ol ahe hall a1 the nms al the foul
rElans sy sEm I nix RIS SRS
then the ball is Gaced ol

Wy hal is the masimus sumber of men ihad can go oul of & game on
a praaley?

In theory. a Icam <an go down wy men, bul oh gamses rarely go
down more ihan w0 men.

. How con a penaliy end?
» Thefe aie thiee wiyi & peadlly agiefid 3 (cam can end.

1.h The time of ks penally expires al which sme the offending
player is allowed back on ke Hald.

2 A poad i soored on che odlsnding 1eam al which tivic the mam or
men are allowsd on the Deld immedianely.

1.1 The texm with Fewer snen reandpes 16 gain control of the ball
and bring it inla the other feam's delonswe resiraining area. At thet
time the official will raise his arm as a wgeal to allow 1he of Tendisg
player of players back into the game.

Wkl in & dedayed ponaliy?

A delayed penally éscurs when the ecam thal has posscision of the
ballin its odfenaive end is fouded. Al ihe momsent ibe ol happens che
official will thross his flag vo indicaie thas a pemaly 15 10 be called B
rhat play will cononue. Stoppage of the play wall oocur smtomsmatically
I I Bl 15 Beoaghe out of the fCRrmming arca of 4 geal s soored
What s Ihe dillerence brlwern collepiale and scholasiic delayed
pemaliies ¥

In collegiate play as soon 2 the ball hizs the grownd the plav s
whisibed dead by the of fkcials. In scholasic play the defendsng team
mius gain possession of the bBall belose play ik spoppsd

Whal happens I a goal i scored during & delayed penaliy?

11 thee Foul was a rechaical Moul then the goal wipets oul the loul and
the allending player doss sedl leave ihe (held. A personal Toul will
result vm @ man keavang the Geld to serve the prescribed s alior the
goad i sdeed aned the oflending ceam will be forced 1@ Tface off with
ane ke enin

INTERNATIONAL LACROSSE FIELD
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